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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
10/764.523, filed on January 27. 2004. 



Claim Objections 

Claim 16 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 16 recites 
"requesting a processing for shipping a product to a user who uses the user terminal 
when the executing executed the product purchasing procedure" Appropriate correction 
is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-6, 9, 11-18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Niki et al. (US 2002/0037257, herein referred to as Niki). 

Regarding claim 1, Niki teaches: 

an identification information issuing unit tliat issues, upon receiving a group 
purchasing application request for a product from a user terminal, user identification 
infonriation corresponding to the group purchasing application request (see at least: Fig. 
1, abstract, 0042, 0056, 0070, 0144); and 

a product purchasing execution unit that executes, upon receiving a purchasing 
procedure request for a product from the user terminal with the user identification 
information issued, a product purchasing procedure for a user who made the 
purchasing procedure request {see at least: Fig. 1 and 5, 0041-0049, 0053-0060), 

and sets the user as an object user for the group purchasing processing 
corresponding to the user identification information (see at least: 0030, 0037, 0041- 
0042, 0135, Fig. 10). 
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Regarding claims 2-6, 9, 11-18, and 20 Niki teaches: 

(2) wherein the product purchasing execution unit executes, upon receiving a 
group purchasing procedure request for a different l<ind of product based on the group 
purchasing with the user identification information from the user terminal, the product 
purchasing procedure for a user who made the group purchasing procedure request 
(see at least: 0068, 0138-0140. Fig. 11). 

(3) an identification information transmitting unit that transmits the user 
identification information issued from the identification information issuing unit to the 
user terminal, wherein the product purchasing procedure execution processor receives 
the product purchasing procedure request with the user identification information 
transmitted {see at least: Fig. 1 and 3, abstract, 0042, 0056, 0070). 

(4) wherein the identification information issuing unit receives a group purchasing 
application request indicating a group purchasing of a product for a predetermined 
number of persons from the user terminal (see at least: 0004, 0042-0043). The 
Examiner notes that the purchaser side specifies the members of the bulk purchase 
group when requesting a bulk purchase of products. The specification of members done 
so as part of the request constitutes a pre-determined number of particpants. 

(5) a shipping processing request unit that makes a processing request for 
shipping a product to a user who uses the user terminal when the product purchasing 
execution unit executed the product purchasing procedure (see at least: 0040, 0058). 

(6) a discount amount calculating unit that calculates, after the product 
purchasing execution unit completes execution of the product purchasing procedure for 
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each user, a discount amount for a product to be paid bacl< to the user corresponding to 
number of the object users for the group purchasing processing; and a discount amount 
output unit that outputs the discount amount calculated (see at least: 0110-0115, 0123- 
0128, Fig. 6 and 8). 

(9) wherein the identification information issuing unit issues a unifomi resource 
locator of last page of either of the processing of the group purchasing application 
request and the purchasing procedure request (see at least: 0034, 0066-0068, Fig. 1 1- 
13). The Examiner notes that a homepage provides access to the contents concerning 
a bulk purchase group, with each individual bulk purchasing page on the WWW server 
representing an individual page for that group purchase. Each individual web page has 
an assigned URL. 

(11) an identification information storing unit that stores, upon the identification 
information issuing unit receiving a group purchasing application request for a product 
including at least a plural pieces of user identification information to identify a plurality of 
users, respectively, the user identification information of the users (see at least: 0056, 
0072, Fig. 9); and 

a message transmitting unit that transmits, upon the apparatus receiving an 
access from a user terminal of the users whose user identification information is stored 
in the identification information storing unit, a message to urge the users to carry out the 
group purchasing to the user terminal (see at least: 0043-0044, 0056, 0070); The 
Examiner notes that a Leader accesses the group purchasing system and creates a 
group purchasing request via a terminal. Subsequently, the each member of the group 
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purchase is informed of an ID to access the group purchasing system, thereby urging 
the users to complete a purchase via the group purchasing system using the ID; 

wherein the product purchasing execution unit sets, upon receiving a product 
purchasing procedure request in response to the message transmitted, users who made 
product purchasing procedure request as object users for the group purchasing 
processing corresponding to the user identification information (see at least: 0135, Fig. 
10). 

(12) an expiration date creating unit that creates an expiration date of the user 
identification information issued by the identification information issuing unit (see at 
least: 0014, 0050, 0061, 0096, 0107, 0127-0128); 

wherein the product purchasing execution unit sets, upon receiving the product 
purchasing procedure request with the user identification information, a user who made 
the purchasing procedure request as the object user for the group purchasing 
processing corresponding to the user identification information, if the expiration date of 
the user identification information is valid (see at least: 0107-0108, 0135, Fig. 5, Fig. 
10). 

(13) a user information management unit that manages information on each user 
included in the product purchasing procedure request by associating the information 
with the group who made the group purchasing application (see at least: 0042-0043, 
0056, 0070). 

R garding claims 14-18 and 20, the claims 14-18 and 20 closely parallel claims 
1, 3, 5, 6, and 9. Claims 14-18 and 20 are thereby rejected under the same rationale. 
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Claim Rej ctions - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nik! in view of Tiley et al. (US 2001/0032443, herein referred to as Tiley). 

Regarding claim 7, Niki teaches all of the above and teaches calculating 
discounts/refund amounts for a bulk purchase group (see at least: 0110-0115, 0123- 
0128, Fig. 6 and 8). Niki. however, does not expressly teach wherein the discount is 
calculated as a credit point. Tiley teaches calculating various discounts and in store 
credits (i.e. credit points) to provide incentives to shoppers (see at least: 0043, 0049, 
0136-0138). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have modified the invention of Niki to have included discount amounts in 
the form of credit points as taught by Tiley in order to provide store owners/retailers a 
system that motivates purchasers to visit their stores (see at least: Tiley, 0049). 
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Regarding claim 8, Niki teaches all of the above and teaches calculating 
discounts/refund amounts for a bulk purchase group (see at least: 01 10-01 15, 0123- 
0128. Fig. 6 and 8). Niki. however, does not expressly teach where the discount amount 
is calculated based on a destination area for shipping each product Tiley teaches 
providing incentives for retrieving purchases at specific locations. Purchasers and 
retailers are permitted to have a packed delivered to a specific remote location (i.e. 
destination area) for package pick (see at least: 0058, 0074, 0147-0148). Each remote 
location/destination provides information about the types of incentives they will provide, 
with the administrator calculating relevant incentives, such as discounted/reduced 
shipping costs, according to weighing factors provided by the retailers (see at least: 
0048, 0107). The uniquely calculated incentives are then provided for view and 
selection to the purchaser (see at least: 0063, Fig. 1). The Examiner notes that because 
each remote location, and thereby destination area for a product to be delivered and 
picked up, has uniquely calculated incentives, Tiley teaches where the discount amount 
is calculated based on a destination area for shipping. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have modified the invention of 
Niki to have included discount amounts in the form of credit points as taught by Tiley in 
order to provide store owners/retailers a system that motivates purchasers to visit their 
stores (see at least: Tiley, 0049). 
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5. Claims 10 and 19 ar rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Niki in view of Yoshimine et al. (US 2002/0138827, herein referred to as 
Yoshimine). 

Regarding claims 10 and 19, Tiley teaches all of the above as noted and further 

teaches creating a website exclusive for a group carrying out the product purchasing 
procedure (see at least: 0023, 0042-0044, 0145, Fig. 12 and 13). Each individual bulk 
purchasing site on the WWW server represents an individual site for that specific group 
purchase request. Though the contents of the homepage are open to the public, group 
purchase members/purchasers are identified in the registration of the group purchasing 
request and use an ID that enables the group members/purchasers to place an order. 
Tiley, however, does not teach wherein the issuing includes issuing a uniform resource 
locator of the website created as the user identification information. Yoshimine teaches 
wherein the issuing includes issuing a uniform resource locator of the website created 
as the user identification information by determining an appropriate URL corresponding 
to a user ID (see at least: 01 12-01 14, 01 17, 0122). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have modified the invention of Niki to 
have included wherein the issuing includes issuing a uniform resource locator of the 
website created as the user identification information as taught by Yoshimine in order to 
provide users with an unmistakable identifying URL through use of familiar indicia such 
as a most highly desired user ID (see at least: Yoshimine, 0072, 0112), 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this connmunication or earlier conrimunications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Allen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1443. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rob Pond can be reached on (571) 272-6760. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

William J. Allen 
Patent Examiner 
June 5, 2006 




